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TARIFP AND WAGES,

The Sham Froteoty Labor
Now York ;

Mr. . K. Thurber u.k':'nuul ques.
tlons, evidently with the most absolate
contidence that they admit of no Anfwir
cxcept one which Ix most favorable 1o the
Iden of & protective tarift. 1.ike all other
Slucere men who take that side of the
case, he lmagloes that the people of this
countty have only to pass s luw detlnring
that they want wages to be higher here
than in any other country, aud forthwith

1t will be done. Passlng over snoh
questions ne are tiot m:'t.om.l to::z ;tnm'

let us auswer those which
44y KO stralght to
First, ho avks: “lait not & fact that

unless we hive a proteciive tar)

Isbor wonld have to come o m:.:.“;:,';‘.
petition with the skilled labor of ?
which recelves very muoch lower wagen
thin 1o our own conntry "

Whether we have 8 protective tarlff or
A revenue Wriff or no tarift at all, skifled
Iabor 1u this conntry wiil have to voms ln
olore competition with ekilied labor In
Europe. Notariff ever 4.0 prevent this
or ever can 4o #0.  1f by means of a high
tariff the producia of European skilled
Iavor are shot  out  from  this
country, an equal amount of skilled
Ianor  employed in  this enuntry
m producing things which would be sold
i exchange for tne products of Barope
In immed)ately thrown out of omploym. ot
Very slowly arrangements are wada in
t 1s country for the prodaction of the
things which formerly came trom Europe,
bat which are shut ont by the tarl® The
slmost invarlable method adopied for
such produetion 16 to import skilled 1a-
borers from Europe, and to glve them
employment here, instond of 1a thelr
own ocounutry, Thid does bvot In-
cromgo the  employment of Awerloan
workmen who were previously tn the
country, and does ot ralso Ameriosu
wages; on the conteary, It tende 1o de.
crense thom. It these HKaropean work-
men had stayed 4t homes, they, or otner
people like them, would have bought
some American prodoncts I exehange for
thelr European prodocts, When they
come to this coustry they may improve
their own condition, hut they certsluly do
not lmprove the condition of other work.
men who were previously in Amaries,

In the next place Mr. Thurber's ques.
tlon makes evident that his whole |oter-
eft I8 In the welfare of “skilled laboy,"
But we soe no reason. why the unakilled
Isborer should be Jleft out of account
We have no doubt  whatever that the ef-
fect of the tarift s hiehly injurious o
the noskilled Iaborer, while no ong pre.
tends to point oot any way In which It s
beneficial to him,

Second, 1. Thurbo* asks: “ls It not
a fact that if it were not for our tariff our
nrtisans would have to accept alower
rate of wages than they now recetve?"!

Cartalnly not. 1418 not & fact at allg
on the contrary, 1. 1t ware not for the ex
Istense of the tarift our art'sany would
recalve much higher wages than they
now do,

The protective tarlff co's down wages
In three different directions. It cors
down wages by excluding from this
covntry 4 large amount of lmporta-
tlons  which i they were admitted,
would be pald for by large expotea lons
of our own productivns, In this way It
puts & stop to the employment of niul-
titadea of Iaborers, skilled and une
skilled, who wouold othorwise lLe en-
guged fn produciog goods to sond o
Europe. 1t willbe sald that the same
lshorers are employed in making the
goods which would othérwise be im-
ported from Europt, They are uot,
Forelgn laborers are Imported to do that
kind of work, und, for the resson pext
atdted, they cannot edrn as good wages at
this work sk they could on that which
uaturally would come 1o um,

Every protective tarlff further re-
duees wages by compelling our phopie
to do work which 18 not as productive
ad that which we shonld do I thare
wore no tarift s the way,  Thus, we do
not now make tin plates, for the simple
reason that the few men in this country
who know how to make Lhem can Hiod
somethiong else to do which' pays botter
wages beoaose It produces mors profi
Bat Mr. Haudall proposes to put s henvy
tax on foreljn vin plates, for ths expross
purpose of introduciog the manufscture
futt this country. That sounds very flog;
but what doss 16 meun? [t mesus tst
thousands of men who are now earniong
pood wages In making tlo oans, tin
eakes and vn roofs, or in putting up
trults, vegetables nud mests b Lo e ns,
shall bhe thrown out of employmwent, by
muking tin dear, for the sake of om-
ploying o few hundreds of men in mak
fug the tin plate out of which tin eans
and roofs mre made, We have pleoty
of mun who know how 1o make c¢ans and
roofs, but very few who kuow how to
mako tin plates. 1t wonld be yeurs be
fore we could make tin plates ss well ne
they are alrendy o sde for us sbroad, and,
meanwhile, the sale of linoans and cauned
goods would fail off by resson of the In
creased cost of thy tin, thousanids of work-
men would be dlscliurged, sud so e
general rato of wagen would bo redoced,
I'he reason why we do not now make o
plates Is that omployers can mnke more
woney ot of other things, ‘Thin fac
enables them to puy betler wages mud
eonbive their workuien to Inslst ou bay
ing better wages, When we compel our
people to make thiugs which they are
not dispenad 1o make of their own ne
cord, ne wi do by mesns of tariffs, thelr
production s legs than it would be il
they were left free to do that walch
paturally pays best; And wages must
and do fall xe productivencss talis.

But ouc American tariff s especlally
arruuged so a8 to cut down wages 1o
snotlier 'way, Sevedolghitis of Lhe mer-
chgudise imported other than food and
drivk [ used as the materials upon which
Americun labor i8 employed, 1l mapa-
fauturera could lmport these majurinis
duty froe, thay could afford, nod would by
compelled by competition, 1o sell Lboelr
products at_cheaper Tates thau s pow
poesibles This would locresse the des
wand, #0 that many more such goods
would be sold, This wunld obilge meuK.
facturers to call for mord workmen 1o
make the goods, and thls would of coursd
ralse wages, Thus the manulscture s,
selllng Wwote, would make larger profts,
the people at Inrge would gub !:unpl:';
goods, and the demand for artisaus wou

agon.
"l‘;;e“plﬁln fact, therefare, is that (ﬁ“ Brs
tianns, in consequence of the tarifl, Il‘::
foreed to accept much luwer wages 1

they would otherwise recuive, and thet | oro

tho puarer we approach freo trade the
bigher wages wiil be.

r. Thurber will, of course, sy that)

and that it has never
;'::'L'a‘::vu? ?3’ t, Lethim explain any
theory on which ** protection " gan po:
sibly 1pcresse wagen, siuce Lo m’
sisting thoories, not by giving ;

1‘:& .';‘:’:.:‘,ﬁg" his theories, lot us
T8 Is & fact sdvanced more

EAPiALY wnder the Lo

war,

& LUAL tho wagen of marnufso-

workmen advanced more rap-

Ifly ander the period  which Emhoﬂol-

Ists eall one of *froe (rade™ than under
the prasent ura of ton,

[E10 & tact that farm wages advanced

more
Mo"::“ twice .t..uzl:.:.‘."‘m “ree
It Is udnct that wages huve anced

mote rapidly in England, Trelan nee
atd Germany under periods of froe trade
Or low tarifts then y ever did under
Ill'?‘h ::lvo tarifts,

& fact, declared Krapp, the
ereatest stoel and lron mhzlnc!u’::' in
the world, that wages fn What indastry
had only advasced thres conts & day, after
peveral years of high protection; and (i 1a
also & fact shown by the consular reports
of the late proteviionist sdministration
ihat the same wages had sdvanoed aver
A0 par cont undor & fow yoars of almost
abrolute free trade in tron,

I Mr, Thurber doubts that these are
facts; [et him give the Ogures which oon-
tradlon them. We will then disscot his
figures as wo now have his thebries,

Rev W, W, Christine of Florenocs, N,
J., authotizen: 1 bavo known of 'shy-
er's ‘Skio-Buccess" slnoe 1810 (37 yoars),
andl have tonnd 18 to b all that I8 clalmod
for it: A safe, sure, specdy remedy tor skin
complalnts of every name and degres.” 25
anid 75 cents. Druggats. Palmer Co,,
New York.

IT WEAKENS 11IEIR POWER.

The DMsastrous Endiog of the Sirike and
Fin Effect on the Kolghis of Labur.

“ew York Evening Post,

The disastrous endiug of the strike at
the stockivards in Chiosgo 18 calouiated
to weaken the power of the Knlghts of
Labor, very much us the failure of the
Southwestern  sirike did Iast spring.
The growth ol the organization, i
Its  ewrllor  stages, procecded upon
the crude notlon that i all  wage-
workets were banded together undor
one leadorabip, they could compel all
vmployers to do, whatever might ba e
quired of them, [t wonld only be necos-
#nry for the central organlzation to sop-
port the demands of the local assemblion
by coutributing funds to the support of
sirikers, and ny extensive boyeotting of
the ahnoxious employers, In order to win
vietories all along the e, The fmilure
of the (st Inrge exporiatent wka aitelb.
uted to the dissgreoment between dis-
trict assvmbiles ropresonted by Mariio
[rons, and the exsoutlve committes, rep-
risented by Mre, Powderly. Bat this -
unl troubie had wn origin s ralson d'etre
fulte beyond the control of Mr, Pawderly
oranybody clen, It sprang trom the (gt
hal men oot of work need to be sup-
ported, sod tnst the wages lost by thor
murt be made good hy assessments
levied upon others. Thix grinding ne-
cosnity operated to restrict and ourtall
Lhe efMicacy of the boveott as an auxiliary
to the strike, Leoause evary new lot of
workmen “ordercd out' nrovght a new
lot of familles oo the general treasery,
and oparatdd, In fect, to reduce the wages
of all Kolghts In the Ualted States, Mr.
Powderlysocin: ail thils la the begloning,
was lnstinctively opposed 1o the strike,
and psed all bis lnflosnce to stop 1t,golng
#0 far us to order the men back to work,
But knlghthood in the Southwast had got

It blood vp apd wounld not go baok. How
the Noal casastrophe enttie we noed not
The Chivago stock yiards
strike had ylelded to the same forces
Hirlke,
but fortunstely has not bean accompanied

HoWw repeat,
which crushod the Bouthwestoern

by bloodshed  ‘The netersity of suppori

Ing 10,000 men and thelr familles led or
rather compellod Mr. Powderly 1o opder

the men back, snd they wboyed L URLe

conld not do
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